
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual Year Group Plans 

Music 2020-2021 
 



Intent 
‘A high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, 
creativity and sense of achievement.’ Department of Education, National Curriculum  
 

• At Coop Academy Brownhill, our aim is to provide a music curriculum that will enable each child to reach their full potential in music through 
encouraging children to enjoy singing, composing and performing music. We believe that music helps to provide an outlet for fostering children’s 
creativity, boost self-esteem and develops listening skills 
 

• Our curriculum is centred around the ‘Charanga’, a music-based scheme, in which the children learn to sing and play instruments. They also have an 
opportunity to develop an understanding of pulse, rhythm, pitch and notation through revisiting these concepts in many different genres as they move 
through the school in a spiral curriculum.  

 

• Children are given the opportunity to learn the recorder in Year 5 and Year 6 after school and we have a school choir which runs at Golden Time. We are 
planning to offer guitar and keyboard classes after school in the near future.  

 

• All children at Coop Academy Brownhill receive a broad and balanced curriculum regardless of year group or ability. Every child accesses all subjects on 
offer at our school. Teachers plan all subjects with clear progression of skills and knowledge, that we have devised as part of our curriculum offer, to 
ensure that all children access it at an age-appropriate level. Music is an important part of school life at Coop Academy Brownhill. Children are exposed 
to a wide range of music genres and enjoy singing in key stage assemblies. As part of our intention at Coop Academy Brownhill to show we care about 
all members of our community, we have been teaching Makaton through music to enable pupils to develop an awareness and knowledge of different 
signs.  

 

 

 

 



Implementation 
The curriculum is led and overseen by the music lead. The music lead will oversee a programme of monitoring, evaluation and review and the celebration of 

good practice will contribute to the ongoing commitment to evolve and improve further.  

 

The following principles and practices underpin the implementation of the Music curriculum at Coop Academy Brownhill. 

• Children are taught the key concepts of music; pulse, rhythm and pitch in a spiral curriculum. These concepts will be revisited in lessons across all year 

groups to develop schemes in the long-term memory. E.g. You have learnt about pitch being high and low in year 1 but in year 3 we are learning that 

pitch can be represented by musical notes.  

• Teachers will use Charanga music scheme to implement well-planned music lessons and to ensure progression throughout the school.  

• Teachers will follow Charanga to ensure that children learn music in a series of small steps that build on children’s previous learning in music.  

• Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary is taught within the units and reinforced throughout the children’s time at Brownhill.  

• Where possible links are made to other curriculum areas ensuring that we allow for repetition of learning in a variety of contexts. For example, links 

can be made in science of sound and geography where children can learn about different styles of music.  

• Children should have a hands-on experience of music and be given the opportunity to play musical instruments.  

• The cooperative values and ways of being, British values and PHSE are threaded through the music curriculum to link music to their lives, explore their 

heritage, and enhance cultural capital.  

 

 

 

 

 



Impact 
We expect that: 

• Children will have a sound knowledge of musical concepts including; pulse, rhythm and pitch. Knowledge of these terms will be built upon as children 

progress through school.  

• Children will build an increasing understanding of musical terminology and language. 

• Children will become increasingly aware of a wide range of musical genres and styles. They are aware that styles of music vary around the world.  

• Children can play musical instruments with increasing competence and confidence. 

• Children are able to identify notes on a stave to play a simple piece of music on a tuned instrument.  

• Children will be given the opportunity to explore and listen to a broad range of musical pieces that they are able to reflect on.  

• Children will be given the opportunity to perform music in front of others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 – Overview 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 knowledge Hey You  
I have listened to some hip-hop and rap 
music and offered my opinion on music I 
have heard. I am starting to understand 
the differences between pulse, rhythm 
and pitch. I can clap back a simple 
rhythm and I can make up my own 
rhythm. I am getting more confident at 
singing in a group. 
 
Rhythm in the way we walk & Banana 
Rap  
I have listened to reggae style music. I 
can clap along with the pulse if someone 
is leading. I can hear the difference 
between singing and rapping and I 
joined in with Banana Rap. I can clap 
back a simple rhythm and I can make up 
my own rhythm. I am getting more 
confident at singing in a group. 

In the Groove  
I know that there are different styles of 
music. I can listen and appraise different 
styles of music (blues, baroque, Latin, 
bhangra, folk and funk). I can improvise 
with an un-tuned musical instrument to 
a piece of music.  
 
Round and Round  
I recognise Latin bossa nova style and 
can identify some of the sounds and 
instruments I hear. I can describe music 
using musical terms like tempo and 
dynamics. I know that vocal warm-ups 
are important to protect my voice. I 
listen carefully when I sing to try to stay 
in tune with others 
 

Your Imagination  
I can talk with my friends about how the 
music I hear makes me feel. I pay 
attention and concentrate when my 
friends talk about the music we listen to 
and I respect their ideas. I do my best to 
sing in tune and in time with others. I 
take care to play classroom instruments 
properly. 
 

Year 1 vocabulary 
pulse    rhythm    pitch    reggae   rap 

bossa nova     tempo    dynamics    
instruments    tambourine      triangle 

   percussion   listen   orchestra 
respect    claves      maracas 

 

 

 



Year 2 – Overview 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 2 knowledge Hands, feat, heart 
I can listen and respond to different 
music originating from South Africa. I 
can find the pulse in a piece of music by 
clapping. I can improvise with un-tuned 
musical instruments. I can create a 
simple composition as a group and 
perform it as a small group. 
  
Ho Ho Ho 
I have listened to and compared 
different musical styles such as 
rock’n’roll and jazz. I enjoy clapping the 
pulse to the music along with everyone 
else. I know that a song has different 
sections such as verses and choruses. I 
can follow the colour chart that shows 
the different sections when we listen. 

I Want To Play In A Band  
I recognise some of the style indicators 
of rock music such as the presence of 
certain musical instruments. I can listen 
to rhythms and clap them back. I can 
improvise with un-tuned musical 
instruments.  
 
Zoo Time 
I recognise some of the style indicators 
of reggae music such as the slow tempo 
and important bass and drum groove. 
When I sing I pay attention to how my 
sound blends with others in our 
ensemble and I follow directions to sing 
louder or quieter. I have had the chance 
to play some classroom instruments 
along with our music. 

Friendship Song 
I listen to music carefully and think 
about what it means to me. When I 
perform on a musical instrument, I listen 
carefully to check I am in time with 
others and I start and stop when 
directed. Sometimes I compose a short 
melody (tune) to fit with our music or I 
improvise my own rhythm part. 

Year 2 vocabulary rock’n’roll    drum kit     guitar    
verse    chorus    guiro    

ensemble   keyboard   bass   groove 
woodblock     cymbal 

melody   compose   improvise   perform 
agogo bell 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 - Overview 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 3 knowledge Let Your Spirit Fly 
I have listened to and can sing a ballad in 
R&B style. I know that R&B songs use 
synthesizers and drum machines. I can 
demonstrate a melisma! I understand 
the importance of working in an 
ensemble or choir and do my best to 
contribute musically to our sound 
 
Glockenspiel 1  
I understand that a glockenspiel is a 
tuned instrument and each bar plays a 
note at a different pitch. I know that 
music is represented and notated in 
notes. I can identify and play the notes; 
C, D, E & F. I can say which what a note 
is called written down. I can play a 
simple tune using these notes. I can 
improvise a short tune using the above 
notes.  
 

Three Little Birds  
I recognise some of the style indicators 
of reggae music such as the offbeat 
rhythm and use of guitars and drums. I 
can sing a song by breaking it down into 
verses and the chorus. I can copy back 
simple rhythms using a glockenspiel. I 
can improvise a simple reggae rhythm 
using a glockenspiel.   
 
The Dragon Song 
I have listened to music from different 
countries and I can name some 
instruments from other parts of the 
world. When I sing I know I need to sit or 
stand up straight so that my posture is 
good, I can breathe properly and 
produce a good sound. I can sometimes 
create a ‘listening map’ that visually 
describes the music I hear. 
 

Bringing us Together 
I recognise some of the style indicators 
of disco music such as the energetic bass 
line and steady dance groove. I am 
becoming more confident at singing and 
feel comfortable enough to attempt a 
solo – even if it is only a very short echo 
warm-up! With the teacher’s help, I 
learn simple melodic parts on an 
instrument to play along with our music 
 

Year 3 vocabulary R&B    ballad    choir    melisma 
Synthesizer Notation   musical note 

stave 

Reggae   posture      listening map 
dizi        tabla       zurna       rebabah 

disco     solo    melodic    bass line 

 

 

 



Year 4 - Overview 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 4 knowledge Mamma Mia 
I recognise some style indicators of 
1970’s pop music by Abba including the 
hook and the way the four voices are 
used. I can describe the structure of 
Mamma Mia and I can compare the 
musical texture of different parts of the 
song. I can feel the pulse inside me when 
I am singing with the class and I can 
move in time with the music. 
 
Glockenspiel 2  
I know the notes I learnt in Year 3 (C, D, 
E and F). I can identify and play the note 
G. I am getting better at playing the 
glockenspiels by reading notes on a 
stave. I know that notes have different 
lengths and these have different names. 
I know that semibreves last 4 beats, 
minims last 2 beats and crotchets last 1 
beat. I can identify the rest symbol. I play 
music to more complex rhythm patterns. 
 

Lean on Me 
I have explored gospel music and I know 
it usually has religious lyrics and a history 
that goes back to the 18th century. I can 
explain call and response style. I have 
tried singing a harmony part (in a group) 
whilst others are singing the main 
melody. I have improvised a simple 
instrumental part within our 
performance. 
 
Stop! 
I can listen, appraise rap music, and 
identify its characteristics including 
speaking and not singing or sometimes 
having a sung chorus. I can compose and 
perform an anti-bullying rap as part of a 
group.  
 

Blackbird 
I know The Beatles became famous in 
the 1960’s and influenced many other 
musicians. When I listen to music, I 
consider the tempo changes, the 
dynamics, the instruments and sounds 
and talk about these with others. In a 
song, I can usually identify the chorus 
and verses and work out the structure. 
Sometimes I improvise simple vocal 
parts in our song. 

Year 4 vocabulary    

 

 

 



Year 5 - Overview 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 5 knowledge Livin’ On A Prayer  
I can listen and appraise different pieces 
of rock music. I know some of the 
characteristics of rock music including; 
guitars, drums, bass and vocals. There 
are the repetitive and catchy riffs, 
melodies, the steady beat, and a high 
energy. I can perform a rock song and 
can improvise using a musical 
instrument.  
  
Classroom Jazz 1 
I have explored more Latin American 
bossa nova songs and recognise the 
distinctive rhythms used. I can name 
some instruments used in jazz music and 
I know what they sound like. I can play a 
melody based on 3 notes in time with 
the backing and perform quite 
confidently. I can improvise my own 
melody on 3 notes and I know when to 
start and stop playing. 

Make You Feel My Love  
I can listen and appraise pop ballads. I 
know some of the characteristics of a 
pop ballad including; the use of a piano 
and a slower rhythm. I know the 
importance of warming up our voices 
before singing. I can improvise a song 
using my own voice.  
 
The Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
I recognise ‘old school hip hop’ style and 
can demonstrate how rapping is 
different to singing. I am more confident 
in my rhythmic and vocal skills and I can 
rap with a strong sense of pulse. I have 
tried making up my own rap and have 
performed with others to a rhythmic 
backing. I enjoy listening to others 
perform and can comment 
constructively on their performances. I 
can make a simple graphic score to help 
remember my part. 

Dancing in the Street 
I recognise Motown style and know what 
a brass section is. I am aware different 
instruments have their own timbre (type 
of sound) and when instruments and 
voices combine in different ways the 
timbre changes. I sing clearly and 
confidently in a group and I sometimes 
volunteer to sing solo. I understand the 
importance of a conductor/leader when 
performing. 

Year 5 vocabulary Rock riff bass guitar saxophone      
trumpet      head   middle 8     piano    

rhythm section 

Ballad scratching        ‘old school hip hop’ 
graphic score     rap     decks      appraise 

trombone     brass section     Motown   
timbre        conductor    soul 

 

 

 



Year 6 - Overview 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 6 knowledge Happy 
I can compare songs in different styles 
and describe their similarities and 
differences using musical language. I 
understand how we can use musical 
elements like tempo, pitch, dynamics, 
texture and timbre to create a mood. I 
can use graphic scores and simple staff 
notation to record my musical ideas. I 
can perform my role in an ensemble 
with awareness of the overall effect. 
 

Classroom Jazz 2 
I know that African-American 
communities created blues music at the 
end of the 19th Century who had 
suffered through slavery. I can use some 
of the notes of the C major scale to 
improvise and I know I should start and 
end on the ‘home note’ (C). I composed 
my own blues music and was able to 
write it down in simple notation on the 
worksheet provided. 
 

You’ve got a Friend 
I am confident about sharing my musical 
ideas with others and I listen with 
interest and respect to other people’s 
ideas. I understand that working 
together well, careful rehearsing and 
singing/playing with an awareness of the 
whole ensemble are important for a 
successful performance. I sometimes 
take the lead and I can often tell if 
someone gets out of time with the group 
– sometimes I can help them to feel the 
pulse again. 

Music and Me  
I understand how I can represent my 
identity through the way I perform 
music and through lyric and rap writing. I 
can name some women from around the 
world who have made an impact on 
different genres of music in the last 100 
years. I can choose a beat and write 
lyrics or a rap and a melody to represent 
our identity. I can use a computer to 
create a section of music. 

Year 6 vocabulary blues     spirituals    work songs   chord 
sequence         C major scale         Duke 

Ellington      big band 
staff notation          treble clef    stave             

awareness   musical elements 

diminuendo     crescendo     string 
section 

Identity   music   industry  

 


