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This half term we will be reading : 

The Magical Toy Box: Discover the Secret Life 
of Toys by Melanie Joyce 

Kipper’s Toybox by Mick Inkpen 

No-Bot, the Robot with No Bottom by Sue 
Hendra 

Happy New Year!  

Our topic this half term will be:  

‘Toytown’  

In this topic, we will be looking at 

different types of toys. We will be 

talking about our favourite toys, 

investigating how different toys 

work and will look at some toys 

from the past.  

NOTICE 

It is still very cold outside and 

the children love playing and 

exploring our outside area. It is 

very important that the children 

bring suitable clothing to wear 

for outdoor play. Please can we 

ask that you bring a warm, wa-

terproof coat, hat, scarf and 

gloves for your child.  

Maths: 

In Numeracy, we will be continuing to count in sequence. 

We will be using some language of quantities, such as 

‘more’ and ‘lots’ and will begin to recognise and write 

numbers from one to five. We will be counting different 

quantities of objects such as toys and be working on un-

derstanding and using prepositions.  

English: 

In Literacy, we are continuing to focus on developing the 

children’s speaking and listening skills.  We will be listening 

to a range of stories about toys and will begin to discuss 

and sequence events from each story. We are beginning to 

focus on recognising and writing our names and will look 

at different marks around us and give them meaning.  

Please help me at home by:   

Sharing books with me as often as possible. Ask me lots of questions and discuss the story to help me with my under-
standing, e.g.  Who was in the story? What happened to ……….? Where was ……….? Why did ……….?  

Encouraging me to chant numbers to 10 and beyond, count objects in my play and help me look for numerals in the envi-

ronment, e.g. number plates and house numbers.  

Provide me with lots of opportunities to write and draw at home and encourage me to talk about my drawing.  

Understanding the World 

We will be exploring the similarities and differences be-

tween toys now and in the past and how toys have 

changed over time.  We will  encourage the children to 

talk about the toys they have observed and describe how 

simple toys work.      

Personal , social, emotional, development. 

This term, we will continue to support the children to fol-

low a routine, encourage them to communicate freely with 

each other when playing and help them develop their 

sharing and turn taking skills and strategies.   

Phonics: 

In phase 1 phonics we will be talking about ‘body percus-

sion’ and investigating how we can make sounds using our 

bodies instead of instruments.  

We will also be introducing phase 2 phonics and focusing 

on the letters  s, a, t, p, i and n. We will learn the different 

sounds for each letter and the corresponding action and 

begin to listen for the initial sounds in words.  

Physical development 

This term, we will be developing our gross motor skills as 

we explore lots of dancing to different music,  completing 

obstacle courses and singing active songs. We will continue 

to build our fine motor control and pencil grip through 

writing, drawing and mark making activities linked to our 

stories.   


